
Educating for Eternity 

State-Integrated Christian schooling from Years 1 to 13. 





Principal’s Welcome. 
Welcome to Richmond View School (RVS), a vibrant, supportive community where every student is 

valued for their individuality and where they are encouraged to pursue excellence, using the gifts God 

has provided. 

Working within contemporary frameworks for learning, we understand that your child needs to 

develop skills in collaboration, critical thinking, communication and creativity in order to thrive in the 

wider world. 

We recognise the profound impact quality Christian teaching has on the learning outcomes of our 

students and encourage students to provide feedback on their experiences of learning, which informs 

our programmes and practice. At Richmond View, the size of our school means that every student is 

known and their learning needs understood. 

We see our role as a partnership between school, whanau and church to develop the whole person 

through educational, spiritual, social and recreational pursuits. Our focus is on equipping students to 

find who God created them to be and we provide a range of engaging co-curricular activities such as 

sport, music, drama, debating and outdoor education to complement academic study.  These 

meaningful pursuits help students develop important skills, such as interpersonal and social skills, 

physical fitness, learning about leadership and working as members of a team. 

I hope that our prospectus gives you a glimpse of the unique learning environment we have at 

Richmond View: the ethos, energy and joy which make it such a special place. 

 

Dave Pauling 

Principal 

 

“Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” 

William Butler Yeats 



“An effective Christian school seeks to redefine 

excellence and quality in light of Biblical teaching 

which says the most excellent way is the way of love.” 

Ken Dickens 

CEO Christian Education National 



A Christian Environment 
"Our vision for our young people is to have strong relationships with God and with 

others; to be creative, energetic, enterprising and loving as they fulfil their 

responsibilities to God, others and the world around them. That they will continue 

through their lives to develop the faith, character, values, knowledge and 

competencies that will enable them to live full and God honouring lives." 

VISION 

‘Educating for Eternity’ 

 

OUR MISSION  

Within the framework of a Christian 

Worldview, Richmond View School will 

provide an excellent education, that 

equips each student for their future. 

 

OUR VALUES 

Respect for God 

Respect for self and others 

Respect for God’s creation 

Richmond View School provides not only a first-class 

education for your child , but also a unique 

community within which they can thrive. 

Each year, your child will spend over 1000 hours 

under the instruction of someone other than you. It 

is vital that their teacher is someone you can trust to 

impart values that align with those taught by Christ. 

Each of our staff members are faith filled Christians 

who provide a safe emotional environment for 

children to discover the world. 

"Emotions are the primary gatekeeper to learning. 

Emotion and cognition operate seamlessly in the brain to 

guide learning."  

OECD on The Nature of Learning 

Christian Education is not only about providing skills, 

knowledge and understanding, but also convictions 

and commitment to values, and character based on 

practised virtues. 



“The function of education is to teach one to think 

intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus 

character - that is the goal of true education.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. 



Inspiring each learner 
At RVS, we see students as individuals created by God and recognise their unique culture, whanau, 

passions, struggles and strengths.  Their learning environment is designed to encourage their active 

engagement and develop in them an understanding of their own activity as learners.  

The school has a variety of flexible creative spaces within which they can learn, and incorporates 

diverse teaching approaches, learning opportunities and resources to cater for personal learning needs 

and promote creativity. 

We understand that students learn best within a social framework, and thus we encourage strong 

positive relationships between teachers, peers and family in a caring and nurturing learning 

environment.  

RVS sets high expectations for both the educational and social development of students. Teachers 

work in partnership with parents to set goals unique to each student’s needs. Students are also 

encouraged to provide feedback on their learning experience to help shape future learning 

opportunities. 



 

 

Our Learning Environment 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

The focus of curriculum in Junior School is to ensure students experience a rich, personalised and 

authentic learning journey within individual, small group and large group contexts. Critical and applied 

deep thinking skills are emphasised with the aim to develop self-regulated learners.  

We have richly developed programmes, especially around sciences and arts, and utilise the Interact 

Curriculum which approaches the New Zealand Curriculum within a Biblical framework. Technology is 

a tool that has an integral role in shaping the learning environment, and our students are exposed to a 

variety of cutting edge technologies.  

RVS has a high staff to student ratio to ensure optimal support for each learner. Our teacher aides are 

flexible, well trained and are an integral part of students’ learning support.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Year 9 and 10 students study the essential learning areas of English, 

Mathematics, Social Studies, Science and PE/Health. In Years 7-9 

students also take Technology and Arts subjects.  

As they journey through Middle School, students begin to specialise 

their programme of study, commencing with a language selection in 

Year 9 and three subject options in Year 10 in addition to their core 

programme. 

This broad-based curriculum enables students to make informed 

choices when moving into Senior School where their programme 

becomes specialised according to future aspirations.  



SENIOR SCHOOL 

Thanks to the CENZ Certificate, students at RVS are able to access an unlimited range of courses 

from around the world that can be credited towards qualifications. The CENZ Certificate has three 

options:  

• The CENZ Certificate in Academic Achievement  

• The CENZ Level III Certificate  

• The CENZ Level III Certificate with Honours  

Students determine their programme of study in consultation with staff and whanau to ensure they 

select the most relevant combination of courses to achieve their future employment or further 

education intentions.  

We also offer the National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) Levels 1, 2 and 3, should 

students wish to follow that pathway.  

Work experience opportunities will be available for all students, whether considering a move into 

employment or further study in an academic field.  



 



A World of Opportunities 
Research has demonstrated that strong academic outcomes need to be coupled with engaging 

opportunities that will grow students as compassionate, pro-active leaders with integrity and moral 

strength. RVS have developed a diverse range of such opportunities, in order to foster within students 

both character and a desire for success in all areas of life. 

The RVS Sport Academy is designed to provide a comprehensive range of sporting opportunities both 

within the school environment and as extracurricular activity. The Academy seeks to promote 

excellence in skills and physical abilities, while developing character, social relationships and 

sportsmanship that reflect the Christian ethos of RVS.  

The RVS Music Academy contracts a number of specialist teachers who provide private music tuition 

onsite during the school day for over eight types of instruments. Throughout the year, students will 

have opportunities to perform publicly with either the school band or choir. 

In an effort to discover and develop students’ God-given potential, RVS have created a number of 

programmes that expose students to learning opportunities as part of the curriculum. From 

performance and stage-based activities through to personal interest projects, students will explore a 

variety of aptitudes.  

RVS also seeks to strengthen links with the broader community through involvement in many 

Marlborough-wide events such as choir, sport, chess, the Youth Orchestra, the Science Fair, the 

Marlborough Museum and Enviroschools events. 

Video conference links with other schools provide our students with the chance to engage with 

students outside their own community as well as broadening learning opportunities through shared 

experience. 

RVS’s connections to Marlborough’s Educational Community and the New Zealand Association of 

Christian Schools (NZACS) provide a platform for new opportunities for growth and diversity. 

Further information on all of the above can be found on the school website. 

 

“Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly” 

Robert F. Kennedy 



“There are no shortcuts to any place worth going” 

Beverly Sills 

Operatic Soprano 



 



 

Honours Programme 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” 

Colossians 3:23 

At RVS we challenge students to extend themselves and their expectations of what they can achieve. 

The RVS Honours Programme is a way of formally recognising the efforts of those students who choose 

to step out beyond the status quo.  

Students can earn Honours Badges in each category listed below and the knowledge of having pushed 

themselves beyond their comforts for the benefit of themselves and others. Badges are available in 

Bronze (Years 5 & 6), Silver (Years 7-10) and Gold (Years 11-13) 

Move 

These activities have been chosen to reward students pursuing sport and recreational activities within 

RVS as well as regionally/nationally.  As students progress through the school, more opportunities will 

become available for older students to learn to coach and manage sports teams as well as pathways 

into umpiring of various sports codes.  

Serve & Lead 

Servant hearted leadership is a key value at RVS.  The activities within this category have been selected 

to support the development of our young leaders within our school programmes  

Create 

RVS participation in the arts is highly valued and completing the requirements for this badge will 

support student pursuit of their chosen art form, be it art, music, drama, dance, writing or speech.  

Think 

This category has been developed with a view toward supporting students who enjoy academic writing, 

speech making, scripture exploration (memorizing as well as apologetics for our senior students in 

years to come).  



“The difference 

between ordinary 

and extraordinary  

is that little extra” 

Jimmy Johnson 



 



Celebrating Success 
Student success most often finds its roots in a positive learning environment.  Teachers strive hard to 

build relationships with students that are based on encouragement and the assurance that they (the 

student) are uniquely valued. It is the aim of RVS to unlock the true God-given potential of every 

student and our ability to do so should be the definitive measure of success. 

In order to acknowledge student success in its many forms, a variety of awards are available to students 

beyond academic and sporting realms. Christian endeavour, leadership, scripture, friendship and the 

Arts are just some of the areas we value and publicly praise student success. 

Student success is acknowledged during class time, regular assemblies and at Prize Giving. 

 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. ” 

Galatians 6:9  





 



 

Community 
An extensive, supportive and proud community exists within RVS and has for over 35 years. Much of 

our community is developed beyond the classroom walls. It is found in the dozens of activities and 

student-led societies of the school, many of which lead to lifelong friendships between both parents 

and students. 

It is the aim of RVS to support parents in the nurture of their children, by providing a Christ-centred, 

biblically grounded, culturally engaging and academically rigorous education to equip each child to live 

for God’s glory.  Our school motto, “Educating for Eternity”, signifies our mission to train up young men 

and women who use their God-given talents to effect positive change in our evolving global society.  

Therefore, RVS has an “Open Door” policy that reflects our partnership with families. We encourage 

regular contact and openly invite parents to become actively involved within the community. 

Our community is one body but comprised of many parts; Staff, students, families, Board of Trustees, 

Proprietors and the wider RVS community are all vital contributors that ensure the success and vitality 

of RVS. 

Student and parent voice is essential not only in helping us improve students’ educational experience, 

but also  to ensure a cohesive community. 

RVS  has a strong involvement within Marlborough and also across wider NZ with the intention that 

our students “shine as lights among the people of this world,  as (they) hold firmly to the message that 

gives life. “ Philippians 2:15-16 

 

He aha te mea nui o te ao 

What is the most important thing in the world? 

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 

It is the people, it is the people, it is the people 

Maori Proverb 



“God has made us to be inspired, encouraged and 

provoked to good things by others.” 

Ken Dickens 

CEO Christian Education National 



 

Our Place in the World 

Facilities 

RVS is effectively positioned, well resourced and forward thinking, with a high standard of academic 

and co-curricular facilities.  

Our auditorium is state of the art and supports numerous activities from assemblies, theatrical 

performances, music and visiting exhibitions. 

RVS boasts expansive outdoor environments including two sports fields, ample play equipment, 

courts and shaded areas. 

Both our interior and exterior environments are constantly evolving as RVS implements radically 

innovative practice to shape and define the RVS learning community. 

It is our critical objective to continually improve both teaching practices and resourcing, especially 

as our school experiences continued growth. 





Enrolment Enquiries 

T: +64 3 578 0626 

E: office@rvs.school.nz 

www.rvs.school.nz 

Location 

26 Burleigh Road 

Blenheim 7201 

Marlborough 

New Zealand 


